
 

 

Parent/Guardian  Support & Resource Pages  

Week Ending June 11, 202 1  
 

 CASE Collaborative Community News 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  

 

  It  has been a challenging year with the adjustments  in learning formats  and schedules relating to the re -opening 

phases th is past school year .  CASE is grateful to families for your cooperation, support,  and patience during this 

unprecedented year .  I am  looking forward to next school year and hope the roll out  of the COVID vaccines will help 

students and their families return in the fall with  more certainty  and a better sense of normalcy.   

 

  Although m any of your children will be attending Extended School Year programming at CASE , there  are still 

opportunities in the greater Boston area to supplement and enrich your child õs summer programming.  Check out the 

Social and Recreational section in the Resource Pages for some fun happenings!  There are both in -person and virtual 

opportunities available. 

 

 As always, I value your feedback and would welcome any commentary that would be helpful in bringing meaningful 

resources to families .   

 

  Having said this, t odayõs installment of the CASE Family Support and Resource Pages will be the last for this school 

year. Summer months for schools and organizations who support children with special needs and their families    

create  an opportunity to regroup and start planning for the fall.  

 

  I look forward to the 2021 -2022 school year in resuming my role as Resource Assistant  at the CASE Collaborative .          

I have  said this  before, òIt takes a Villageõ, and I am very grateful to have this opportunity to share with families.        

 

 Be well , 

 

 Sue Campbell 

 Resource Assistant  

 CASE Collaborative  

 

Wishing all of you a safe, fun - filled and relaxing summer ! 

 

 

  



 

 Community Workshops and Conferences 

 

 
 

Demystifying Legislative Advocacy 
When: June 14, 2021, Jun 21, 2021, Jun 28, 2021 | Mon 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm 
Virtually via Zoom 
Join MassFamilies for a Three session Lunch-and-Learn series via. zoom with Kathleen Amaral, Karen Claudio, and Ebony 
McGlynn from MassFamilies. Series begins Monday, June 7th, with drop-ƛƴ άƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊέ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ 
private Facebook group .......and curriculum days on June 14th, 21st and 28th 
OvŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻƴŜ ƘƻǳǊ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ άƭǳƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴέ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ participants will: 
* Learn about the Disability Rights & Family Support movement relative to advocacy & systems change. 
* Strengthen their ability to articulate their "WHY" through effective storytelling & the importance of building networks of 
support along the way. 
* Learn tips, tricks, and best practices for legislative advocacy at a local, state, and federal level. 
This series will happen over a zoom platform, with mid-session reflection activities and opportunity for group discussionτ
private Facebook group throughout the series. Zoom Credentials will be emailed closer to the training date. Register here 
https://massfamilies-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEkceyqqzosHdNFwMr7itPLvZQ0eYqsbD3D 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Cambridge Health Alliance (CHA): Mental Health First Aid Training 
When: June 14, 2021/Youth & June 18, 2021/Adult  
Where: Virtually via Zoom 
 Virtual Mental Health First Aid is a two-part, eight-hour certification training that involves: 
*Two-hour, self-paced, online prework on Mental Health First Aid topics and brief training on the online Zoom platform, which 
is used to host the live part of the class. 
*Six hour, instructor-lead, live training on Zoom. 
They will be offering two types of training, one that is focused on youth and one that is focused on adults. The Youth MHFA is 
designed to teach parents, family members, caregivers, teachers, school staff, peers, neighbors, health and human services 
workers, and other caring adults how to help someone who is developing a mental health or substance use problem or crisis. 
The Adult MHFA helps community members learn about risk factors and warning signs for mental health and addiction 
concerns, and gives them skills and strategies to help someone in both crisis and non-crisis situations. Registration is required. 
To register, please click on a link below for the class that interests you. 
Register for the Youth class on June 14th 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfnO_tlxcx7kZmLpmHwRPlt7eznU_Cs6O6t0dOAwMvkjqS6bg/viewform 
Register for the Adult class on June 18th https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScwTq-
Mg51yGHGZiqo0ZiJrJT7sD1ffVj_0PvPw1vrgcRPEcQ/viewform 
Please direct all registration questions to Kerry Mello: KMello@challiance.org 
 
 
 
 

https://massfamilies-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEkceyqqzosHdNFwMr7itPLvZQ0eYqsbD3D
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfnO_tlxcx7kZmLpmHwRPlt7eznU_Cs6O6t0dOAwMvkjqS6bg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScwTq-Mg51yGHGZiqo0ZiJrJT7sD1ffVj_0PvPw1vrgcRPEcQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScwTq-Mg51yGHGZiqo0ZiJrJT7sD1ffVj_0PvPw1vrgcRPEcQ/viewform


 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ bƻǿ hǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ C/{bΩǎ {ǳƳƳŜǊ нлнм t/¢L {ŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΗ 
When: June 21-25, 2021 | 9:00 am to 3:30 pm 
Format: Virtual Synchronous (live) Meetings and Asynchronous (presentation recordings and online learning module 
activities) 
DǊŜŀǘ ƴŜǿǎΗ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ bŜŜŘǎΩ tŀǊŜƴǘ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ 
Summer 2021 sessions. Our online Summer 2021 5-Day Intensive synchronous (live) session will run take place June 21-25, 
2021, from 9:00 AM ς 3:30 PM. Not available to join the live sessions? We will also offer an asynchronous option which will 
include recordings of presentations along with interactive learning modules. Our online asynchronous session will take place 
over four weeks from July 7 ς August 2, 2021. Please click on this link to learn more about the upcoming Summer PCTI 
offerings! https://fcsn.org/ptic/parent-consultant-training/schedule/ Website link to PCTI: FCSN | PTIC | Parent Consultant 
Training Institute (PCTI) https://fcsn.org/ptic/parent-consultant-training 
 

 
 
REAL TALK: Conversations with Black and Brown Families   
When: Various Dates | 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm (see below) 
Format: Virtually via zoom 
Join us for a six part series where we will explore the different kinds of family make-up in our communities via the lens of Black 
and Brown guest speakers. This series will highlight the knowledge and experiences of those caring for and/or providing 
services to someone with disabilities and/or complex medical needs. Please come explore, learn, and share with us how to 
nourish your family network! See series schedule below. 
*Thursday, June 24, 2021: Ala Ochumare ς Differently Abled Youth and LGBTQ2S+ Inclusion 
*Wednesday, June 30, 2021: Moetsky Tiano ς Guardianship & Sibling Support 
*Wednesday, July 14, 2021: Danielle Eddins ς Prioritizing Mental Wellness 
*Wednesday, July 21, 2021: Jaya Pandey ς Embracing Your Culture 
*Wednesday, August 4, 2021: Keila Torres: Diverse families and alternate family supports. 
*This specific session will be in Spanish with English translation.* 
*Wednesday, August 18, 2021: Cynthia Laine ς Mindful Advocacy 
Link: https://massfamilies-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkdeCuqTwqH9F0N51mkC6R33mi5q122mF8 
There is no cost to you thanks to The Department of Developmental Services (DDS) and private donations. 
This series will happen over a zoom platform and zoom Credentials will be emailed closer to the conversation date. 
Register Today! https://massfamilies-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkdeCuqTwqH9F0N51mkC6R33mi5q122mF8 
 

 
Seizure First Aid And Recognition 
When: June 24, 2021 |Thu 7:00 pm  to 8:00 pm 
Format: On-line 
Do you know someone with epilepsy? Would you know what to do if they had a seizure with you? This is a one hour, online 
class. You will learn about different types of seizures and what to do to help and keep someone safe. After registering, you will 
receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting. Epilepsy Foundation New England is a 501 c 3 
nonprofit organization whose mission is to help people and families affected by epilepsy in New England. They serve the 
Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island communities affected by epilepsy.  Register here 
https://epilepsynewengland.org/events 
 

https://fcsn.org/ptic/parent-consultant-training/schedule/
https://fcsn.org/ptic/parent-consultant-training
https://massfamilies-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkdeCuqTwqH9F0N51mkC6R33mi5q122mF8
https://massfamilies-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkdeCuqTwqH9F0N51mkC6R33mi5q122mF8
https://epilepsynewengland.org/events


 
 
 
 

 
  

 
!!b9Ωǎ ±ƛǊǘǳŀƭ {ǳƳƳŜǊ 2021 Conference Agenda 
When: June 26, 2021 | Sat 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
Format: Virtual 
Join us for a star-studded lineup of actors and professionals in the industry as they discuss what it takes to create authentic 
autistic representation in TV and film.  From scriptwriting to casting and directing, creating authentic autistic characters for 
television & film is a collaborative process both on and off screen. Join us for a star-studded lineup of actors and professionals 
in the industry as they discuss what it takes to create authentic autistic representation in TV and film. This conference will be 
live streamed, and a recording will be available for registrants to access through July 30. To learn more and for registration visit 
https://www.aane.org/training-education/summer-2021-conference/ 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Keeping Your Loved Ones Safe and Healthy 
When: July 28, 2021|Wed 7:00 pm   
Format: On-line 
Down Syndrome Society of Rhode Island. Free and open to the public. Join in to learn more about how to keeping your loved 
ƻƴŜǎ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅΦ !ōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΥ  5ǊΦ 9Ƴƛƭȅ 5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ .ƻǎǘƻƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ 5ƻǿƴ ǎȅƴŘǊƻƳŜ /ƭƛƴƛŎΣ ŀƴ 
MPH Physician in Pediatrics, Complex Care Services, Assistant Professor in Pediatrics, Harvard Medical School. 
To register or for more information visit  www.facebook.com/events/758399181483860or contact 401) 463-5751, 
info@dssri.org *information provided at www.spedchildmass.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.aane.org/training-education/summer-2021-conference/
http://www.facebook.com/events/758399181483860
mailto:info@dssri.org
http://www.spedchildmass.com/


 

 Transition and Beyond (ages 14-22)  
 

 
Adult Family Care Virtual Workshop 
When: June 16, 2021 |Wed 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm 
Format: Virtal via Zoom 
Come and learn about the Adult Family Care Program. If you have a loved one age 16 or older who has MassHealth, you may 
be eligible to receive funds and support through the Adult Family Care Program. Beth Gutierrez LICSW, Program Director for 
the Advocates AFC Program, will walk us through eligibility requirements and what this program could provide for your family. 
Come join us on zoom to learn more about this program.  Join Zoom Meeting 
https://advocates-telehealth.zoom.us/j/98584176359?pwd=VHIySzZYRmtUMGRkUGJCYWc5T0xsZz09  
Meeting ID: 985 8417 6359 - Passcode: 23636 
 

 
Understanding Guardianship Workshop 
When: June 22, 2021 | Tue 11:00 am   
Format: Webinar 
Webinar, June 22nd, 2021, 11 a.m., with the Northeast Arc of Danvers, MA. Presented with the Center for Guardianship 
9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ IŜŀǘƘŜǊ /ƻƴƴƻǊǎΣ tƘΦ5ΦΣ ǿƛƭƭ give an overview of guardianship and alternatives. 
* Professionals in the fields of aging, disability, and mental health, view guardianship in many different ways. 
* This presentation shares a fresh, practical approach to helping individuals improve their lives, with a personally -tailored 
balance of guardianship, alternatives to guardianship, social services support, family care, and human rights. 
* Participants will learn how guardians are appointed, standards for guardian decision making, training and services for new 
guardians, and best practices for collaborating with guardians to drive needed outcomes. 
* Tools and resources will be shared. 
To register visit https://zoom.us/j/95172807541   or contact Phyllis Kizner at Pkizner@ne-arc.org . 
 
 

Special Needs Housing and Transition Group 

 
Supportive Housing, Information Nights 
When: June 29, 2021, July 27, 2021, August 24, 2021 | Tue 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm 
Format: Virtual via Zoom 
 Come to one of our ZOOM Housing Informational Sessions, led by Doreen Cummings, Director of In-Home Services, to hear 
ŀōƻǳǘ aŀƛƴǎǘŀȅΩǎ т tǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ ƛƴ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎΦ Mainstay coordinates collaborative 
supportive homes in Newton, Malden, Norwood and Walpole, for adults with a variety of abilities and needs. Residents live 
largely independently, with supportive services tailored to meet their individual needs. Services offered include live-in staffing, 
evening and weekend staffing, professional cleaning of common areas, a daily communal dinner, support with activities of 
daily living and built-in socialization and friendship opportunities.  NO RSVP NEEDED. Click on the Zoom links below to attend: 
*June 29 - https://zoom.us/j/96094478131?pwd=TmJ1QzVXeHNKNUJ1b3FYVDV5Q0c0QT09  
*July 27 - https://zoom.us/j/95279665735?pwd=QVJVWGpQWFR0bWpzTVFZZ0p3MC9EUT09   
*August 24 - https://zoom.us/j/94586521251?pwd=aE53QlJMUXNLbE5peWlXblMrNjR4UT09   
 Visit our Websites to learn more:  
*www.Hasseltinehouse.com *www.Jcrgrouphomes.com *www.Cedarhousemalden.com*   
 If you cannot attend a Zoom Open House, please contact Doreen via email to schedule a 1:1: Doreen Cummings, 617-799-
6739, doreen.cummings@mainstayliving.org 
 

https://advocates-telehealth.zoom.us/j/98584176359?pwd=VHIySzZYRmtUMGRkUGJCYWc5T0xsZz09
https://zoom.us/j/95172807541
mailto:Pkizner@ne-arc.org
https://zoom.us/j/96094478131?pwd=TmJ1QzVXeHNKNUJ1b3FYVDV5Q0c0QT09
https://zoom.us/j/95279665735?pwd=QVJVWGpQWFR0bWpzTVFZZ0p3MC9EUT09
https://zoom.us/j/94586521251?pwd=aE53QlJMUXNLbE5peWlXblMrNjR4UT09
http://www.hasseltinehouse.com/
http://www.jcrgrouphomes.com/
http://www.cedarhousemalden.com/
mailto:doreen.cummings@mainstayliving.org


 
 
 

 
 
Transition Planning 
When: July 22, 2021| Thu 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
Format: Virtual via Zoom 
This presentation provides an understanding of the transition planning process, including why transition planning is important, 
services that could be included, who is eligible, student and parent/SESP roles in transition planning, and the ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
vision. We will discuss how to prepare for a transition planning meeting, using the transition planning form, the age of 
majority, the anticipated graduation date, and the options when the Team does not agree, including procedural due process 
rights. Register here https://fcsn-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcqduqtqj8uE92huRMmQOAbR0UDgeYSKL7V 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Finding Purpose Through Work-based Learning Experiences 
/ŀǊŜŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ Ŏŀƴ ƳŜŀƴ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŎǊŀŦǘ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƳŜ ǘƻ ŀŎƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 
increasingly tech-driven world, being knowledgeable about coding and software development are of particular value. Coding 
experience, for example, can lead to careers as a computer engineer, systems analyst, and even video game designer. 
aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ t¸5Ωǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΣ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŀ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ǾƛŘŜƻ ƎŀƳŜ ŎƻŘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ 
disabilities.  In the woǊƪǎƘƻǇΣ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŎƻŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǾƛŘŜƻ ƎŀƳŜΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά9ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻƴǳǘΣέ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ 
built out a mini-world where a character of their choosing was on a mission to eat a delicious dessert. Read full article here  
https://www.pyd.org/finding-purpose-through-work-based-learning-experiences/ 
 
 

 
 

Academic Guidance 
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƴŜŜŘ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ aŀǊȅ wǳōŜƴƛǎΣ a9C!Ωǎ !ǘǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 
Outreach Manager, put together two blog posts that offer guidance for families supporting a student with a disability: 
Helping Your Student with a Disability Transition to College https://www.mefa.org/blog/helping-your-student-with-a-disability-
transition-to-college?utm_campaign=Guidance2020&utm_source=AbleWave10&utm_medium=email&utm_content=CTA1  
describes what students should know about their own IEP, the accommodations available in college for students with 
disabilities, and the role parents can play in helping their children with a disability succeed. Guidance for the IEP Transition 
Meeting https://www.mefa.org/blog/guidance-for-the-iep-transition-
meeting?utm_campaign=Guidance2020&utm_source=AbleWave10&utm_medium=email&utm_content=CTA1 provides tips to 
help students lead their annual high school IEP meeting, as well as key links that offer additional guidance on preparing for 
postsecondary education.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://fcsn-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcqduqtqj8uE92huRMmQOAbR0UDgeYSKL7V
https://www.pyd.org/finding-purpose-through-work-based-learning-experiences/
https://www.mefa.org/blog/helping-your-student-with-a-disability-transition-to-college?utm_campaign=Guidance2020&utm_source=AbleWave10&utm_medium=email&utm_content=CTA1
https://www.mefa.org/blog/helping-your-student-with-a-disability-transition-to-college?utm_campaign=Guidance2020&utm_source=AbleWave10&utm_medium=email&utm_content=CTA1
https://www.mefa.org/blog/guidance-for-the-iep-transition-meeting?utm_campaign=Guidance2020&utm_source=AbleWave10&utm_medium=email&utm_content=CTA1
https://www.mefa.org/blog/guidance-for-the-iep-transition-meeting?utm_campaign=Guidance2020&utm_source=AbleWave10&utm_medium=email&utm_content=CTA1


 
 

 
 

Connecting Youth to Careers 
This video follows Jessica from 9th grade through her senior year as she explores her strengths and interests, gains work 
experience and finds her career pathway. It covers self-awareness, career research and career planning activities. It also 
answers questions about what parents can do to help launch their teen on a successful career path. 
Author: PACER Center, Duration: 4 minutes. https://www.pacer.org/transition/video/player.asp?video=275 
 
Disability Disclosure on the Job: What, Why, When, and How 
bŜǿ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƻƴ t!/9wΩǎ National Parent Center on Transition and Employment (NPCTE) website explores disability disclosure 
in employment settings. Young adults with disabilities who received special education services or accommodations during high 
school often need supports at work. When students with disabilities are in the K-мн ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ άŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘέ ǘƻ 
receive certain services and supports based on education laws. After they graduate, however, young adults with disabilities are 
άŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜέ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻn their individual needs and must proactively ask for them by disclosing they have a 
ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ ƻǊ άŘƛǎŎƭƻǎŜέ ǘƘŜƛǊ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛty in 
order to receive services or accommodations at work. It is important that families understand this shift and help their young 
adult consider how and when to disclose their disability to employers. Read more here 
https://www.pacer.org/transition/learning-center/employment/self-advocacy.asp 
 
Promote Paid Work Experiences During High School 
Parents have a great deal of influence over whether their youth with a disability pursues employment, and at what age. Studies 
show that students with disabilities who had paid work experiences in high school were almost three times more likely to find 
a job after high school. Real world work opportunities enable youth to make informed choices about their career plans, expand 
their social networks, and gain the confidence they need to pursue their goals for the future. These resources can give parents 
and youth ideas about obtaining a first job: 
*The Transition to Employment: What Parents Can Do Now https://www.pacer.org/transition/resource-
library/publications/NPC-12.pdf 
*9 First-Time Jobs for Teens https://www.understood.org/en/friends-feelings/teens-tweens/first-jobs/9-great-first-time-jobs-
for-teens 
*Tapping into the Power of Families: How Families of Youth with Disabilities Can Assist in Job Search and Retention 
http://www.ncwd-youth.info/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/infobrief_issue27_0.pdf 
 
Communicate High Expectations for Employment 
Research shows that youth with disabilities whose parents expected them to find a job and be self-supporting in the future 
were employed at significantly greater rates as adults. Be intentional about how you talk about the importance of work. Look 
for opportunities to help your youth recognize their strengths and interests, and point out connections to career paths. These 
resources will help you promote high expectations: 
*High Expectations: A Most Valuable Tool https://www.pacer.org/transition/resource-library/publications/NPC-20.pdf  
*Guideposts for Success: Family Involvement & Supports http://www.ncwd-youth.info/solutions/guideposts-for-
success/family/  
*The Guideposts for Success: A Framework for Families Preparing Youth for Adulthood http://www.ncwd-
youth.info/publications/guideposts-for-success-families/ 
 
Teach and Reinforce Important Work Skills 
tŀǊŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǎƻŦǘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎέ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǾŀƭǳŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎŜƭŦ-management 
and problem-solving skills; organizational and technology skills; and communication, interpersonal and teamwork skills. These 
are helpful resources: 
*Helping Youth Develop Soft Skills for Job Success: Tips for Parents and Families http://www.ncwd-youth.info/wp-
content/uploads/2016/11/infobrief_issue28_0.pdf 
*Talk to Your Child About Employment: A Checklist for Parents https://www.pacer.org/transition/resource-
library/publications/NPC-16.pdf 
 

https://www.pacer.org/transition/video/player.asp?video=275
https://www.pacer.org/transition/learning-center/employment/self-advocacy.asp
https://www.pacer.org/transition/resource-library/publications/NPC-12.pdf
https://www.pacer.org/transition/resource-library/publications/NPC-12.pdf
https://www.understood.org/en/friends-feelings/teens-tweens/first-jobs/9-great-first-time-jobs-for-teens
https://www.understood.org/en/friends-feelings/teens-tweens/first-jobs/9-great-first-time-jobs-for-teens
http://www.ncwd-youth.info/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/infobrief_issue27_0.pdf
https://www.pacer.org/transition/resource-library/publications/NPC-20.pdf
http://www.ncwd-youth.info/solutions/guideposts-for-success/family/
http://www.ncwd-youth.info/solutions/guideposts-for-success/family/
http://www.ncwd-youth.info/publications/guideposts-for-success-families/
http://www.ncwd-youth.info/publications/guideposts-for-success-families/
http://www.ncwd-youth.info/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/infobrief_issue28_0.pdf
http://www.ncwd-youth.info/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/infobrief_issue28_0.pdf
https://www.pacer.org/transition/resource-library/publications/NPC-16.pdf
https://www.pacer.org/transition/resource-library/publications/NPC-16.pdf


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Contact: Deep Chinappa at 617- 556- 4075 x120  
or  email: dchinappa@pyd.org

#ÁÌÌÉÎÇ  ÕÐÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÁÒÔÉÓÔÓ ÆÏÒ  άΪάΫ 09$ȭÓ

Access to Theatre Summer Institute online

Join us as we explore original theatre, acting and improvisation to 

create a community of artists working together with all abilities ! 

When: July 7, 11, 14, 18,  21,  25,  28, 28  August: 1, 4

Day 1 ï Wednesdays ï2pm ï4pm

Day 2 ï Sundays ï 1pm ï3pm

Where: Online on Zoom

Who:        Ages 13- 24 years

What: Acting/ Improvisation

Why:      Hereôs your chance to express yourself, be 
creative as we explore themes to create scenes. 

All levels of experience accepted. 

Donôt wait, please call now  or email  to reserve your spot. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 Community Support  
 
 

 

 
COVID-19 Vaccine in Massachusetts 
The COVID-19 vaccine is free and available to all people age 12+ who live, work, or study in Massachusetts. You do not need an 
ID or insurance to receive the vaccine. People ages 12-17 can receive the Pfizer vaccine and people age 18+ can receive any 
vaccine. Learn more information here. https://www.mass.gov/covid-19-vaccine. Find a vaccination location here 
https://vaxfinder.mass.gov/ . If you need assistance making an appointment, call toll free 2-1-1. In-home vaccinations are 
available for anyone who is unable to get to a vaccine location. Learn more here https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-
homebound-vaccination-program 
 

 
 
Vaccinations, Return to In-Person Learning and What All Parents Need to Know 
When: June 22, 2021 | Tue 7:00 pm  
Format: Virtual via Zoom 
Join us for an opportunity to hear from key representatives from the Department of Education and the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) as we discuss schools safely reopening in the fall for in-person learning. Learn the process to get our children 
with and without disabilities back in the classroom, testing and vaccines safety. This is an opportunity for families to express 
concerns, ask questions and discuss how to sustain safe operations in schools. Registration is required. Register here! 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ddYamU1qTUyL0xJO3tdKWA 
 

 

 
 
Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission Information & Listening Forum 
When: June 23, 2021 | Wed 4:30 pm  
Format: Webinar 
For individuals with disabilities and their families. Learn how the Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission (MRC) is 
partnering with the disability community to change how they create and deliver services. aw/Ωǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ 
and Family Engagement in partnership with UMŀǎǎ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ /ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘ aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ ƛǎ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǿƻ-hour 
virtual forum for individuals with disabilities and their families:  
* Learn about results from focus groups with individuals with disabilities receiving MRC services and their families 
* Learn who MRC is and what we can do for you 
* Provide feedback on projects we are taking on at MRC to enhance our services and supports. 
*¢ƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ aw/ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΦ 
Registration is required to https://massrehabcommission.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_oUfVYEl6TBCRxpYphdvqeQ 
 or contact Amanda Costa, MRC Director of Individual and Family Engagement Amanda.Costa@mass.gov or call/text 
at: 617-645-3460. **Accommodations can be requested during registration** 
 

 

https://www.mass.gov/covid-19-vaccine
https://vaxfinder.mass.gov/
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-homebound-vaccination-program
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-homebound-vaccination-program
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ddYamU1qTUyL0xJO3tdKWA
https://massrehabcommission.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_oUfVYEl6TBCRxpYphdvqeQ
mailto:Amanda.Costa@mass.gov

